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Even from my youth, I have enjoyed a
parade. There was the artistry of the
floats, the music of the marching bands,
and the elaborate costumes of the
clowns, horse-back riders, and other
entertainers. Of course, there was the
candy they threw my way as well. I eagerly anticipated what would come
next.
I eventually had the opportunity
to march in a few parades. I discovered it wasn’t something everyone
could do. It certainly was an honor;
but it took a lot of effort. I had to walk
a certain way and at a certain speed.
And I was just a piece of what made
the parade work. I wasn’t the whole
parade.
And then there were the horses. As I
marched, they were the least favorite
part of the experience. They didn’t
wear diapers. And they left their call-

ing cards in places along the
parade route that weren’t circumventable. If I was lucky,
there were people who
would clean up after them,
but such was not always the
case. At least, there were others by your side. Together
you learned the ins and outs
of the parade route. Together
you made it through the parade.
I can’t help but think of
my fifteen plus years at
Wakulla Springs State Park as
a parade in my life’s march. It
was different from the usual
parade because it was one in
which I both observed and
participated.
Early on, I was amazed
by all the people I came to
know. The park family has
changed from what it was in

2006. Back then, everyone was a state employee. As a result, I got to know the kitchen staff.
After all, I was a frequent visitor to the phenomenal staff lunches offered. I got to know
the people behind the front desk, the room
staff, and the folks in the soda fountain as I
wrote a few of their stories for the park newsletter.
Then there was the maintenance staff,
the visitors’ services staff and the administrative
staff. At some point, I got around to interviewing or writing about most of them. It was an
honor and a trust to hear the stories of their
lives and their work. They are now saved on a
digital field.
I got to know folks in the community who interacted with the park through my efforts coordinating the Wakulla Wildlife Festival. There
were cloggers, talented musicians, and wildlife
rescuers. There were those who actively volunteered to conserve native plants and animals.
And there were those who provided safe outdoor adventures for others to enjoy.
There were the talented artists who
painted, sculpted, and photographed the beauty
of the natural and cultural world around us.
There were puppeteers and their creations that
both entertained and enlightened festival goers.
The festival was of itself a parade of so many
talented and intelligent people.
I also was privileged to interact with a
number of the county’s teachers and their many
students. The programs I did in the schools for
Project Learning Tree reminded me of my days
as an itinerant teacher for the Science Eye. We
played a role to achieve a goal. It was about
teamwork and collaboration. We had fun while
we learned.
The fun continued for the county’s fourth

and sixth graders as they annually visited the park to become Junior Rangers or to experience Learning in Florida’s Environment (LIFE). Together they worked as wildlife biologists to identify, count, and better understand the habitats of which both the wildlife and
they were a part.
None of these activities would have been possible without the generous and talented volunteers who gave so freely of their time. The park’s volunteers are a formidable army of do-gooders. I came to realize this early on as I attended a Thanks for Giving event
coordinated by Jackie Turner.
It was its own parade. Jackie provided a litany of volunteer service. There were
people who drove the boats, picked up litter on the property, recycled as they sorted
trash, greeted park guests at the ranger station and waterfront, assisted with park and
Friend’s events, taught local students, and more. I had the pleasure of getting to know and
work with so many of them.
Sadly, as I walked in this park parade, there were those of both the park staff and
volunteers who severed their participation. Some moved on to retirement (I was envious). Others moved on to different positions.Volunteers had life experiences that created new opportunities or forced a change to their plans. And sadly, death – the great separator, has removed a few of those beloved do-gooders from the parade. But I remember
them fondly.
So, as I pack up the special things in my office, I take with me a little poem written
by Stephen Grellet entitled Do It Now. It goes like this:
I expect to pass through this world but once.
Any good thing, therefore,
That I can do or any kindness
I can show
To any fellow human being
let me do it now.
Let me not defer
Nor neglect it;
For I shall not pass
this way again.
There is no question, I could have done better. But that is what makes marching in
the parade difficult. It’s a long walk that must be navigated carefully or you end up a mess.
My time at Wakulla Springs has been such a walk. I have done as best I can to keep from
making it a mess. The marchers around me have made the difference. My deepest thanks
and appreciation for your friendship. I have enjoyed the parade.

3286 lbs. of litter from Shadeville
Rd. with 156 lbs. collected this
year (from 2006-8, WHS NJROTC
worked in the Cherokee Sink area).
For NPLD in 2006, volunteers
pulled mimosa seedlings and
cleaned up a nearby road before
watching a crane lift a Honda Civic
out of Gremlin Sink. Since then
volunteers have trimmed and repaired trails, removed an old dump
site, removed trash from McBride
The arrival of fall coincides with two significant annual Slough, planted trees to stop erovolunteer events. International Coastal Cleanup
sion and blueberries for bumble(ICC) takes place on the 3rd Saturday in September
bees. This year volunteers brushed
and is the largest single day service event dedicated to in user-created trails to help stop
protecting wildlife by cleaning up our rivers and
erosion on the west side of Cheroceans. National Public Lands Day (NPLD) takes plac- okee Sink.
es on the 4th Saturday in September and is the largest
single day service event dedicated to repairing and reICC was started by one person
storing our national, state and local public lands.
and now has evolved into a global
At Wakulla Springs, volunteers have been participating effort. Inspired by the Civilian
in ICC and NPLD since 2006. For ICC, Friends mem- Conservation Corps “tree army,”
bers clean up their adopted section of Wakulla Springs NPLD originated on federal lands
and has expanded to include state
Rd, and WHS NJROTC cadets clean up the Friends
and local lands. Participating in 29
adopted section of Shadeville that includes Upper
cleanups, Wakulla Springs ICC volBridge. NPLD activities have taken place throughout
the park. Since 2015, NPLD volunteers have been
unteers have removed 2 ½ tons of
working in the Cherokee Sink area.
litter from 6 miles of roadway to
protect the Wakulla River. For
In support of Keep Wakulla County Beautiful, the
many years, Wakulla Springs NPLD
Friends perform quarterly road cleanups on their
volunteers have been focused on
adopted sections of road. One of those quarterly
Cherokee Sink and are working to
cleanups is part of ICC. Since 2006 for ICC, Friend
stop erosion and helping to estabmembers have removed 2080 lbs. of litter from
lish trail around the sinkhole. Fall
Wakulla Springs Rd. with 225 lbs. collected this year.
is a time to serve.
Since 2009 on ICC, WHS NJROTC have removed
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We’ve said goodbye to summer and
we’re in the midst of a beautiful, subtle
Florida Autumn. The fall wildflowers
showed their burst of color which gave
way to the red hues of the Dogwood
leaves and oranges of the Cypress needles.
Soon the Hickory trees will waive their
yellow leaves to signal even cooler temperatures. At this point, the summer
stresses are behind us and park staff are
intoxicated by friendly, inquisitive visitors,
a quiet park and so many long-awaited
projects that they now have time to complete. It is hard to find a Wakulla Ranger
without a smile on their face this time of
year.
There is one smile that I have been
seeing a lot which is very bittersweet. Jeff
Hugo’s smile has been bigger than usual
and we’re hearing his new favorite catch
phrase, “I won’t be here for that.” I’ve seen
boxes leave Jeff Hugo’s office. I’ve seen
posters come down from the walls.
Though it was never disorganized, his office is now stark. The only indicator that
Jeff is still present are the Bluebirds still
perched on his desk. Our bluebird of happiness, as he has been somewhat sarcastically dubbed, is going to fly the coup in
early January. He is already practicing for
retirement by enjoying his “time islands”
as he whittles away his Leave time. We
will feel his absence. His unfailing steadfast consistency is something that we all
rely on. School teachers, administrators,
travel organizers, event organizers, Friends
of Wakulla, Lodge staff, Park staff…. we all
know that Jeff has solutions, plans, and
back-up plans. His pragmatism and passion
for planning successful events keeps him

—

driven, but his compassion ensures that his
powerful voice and his intensity are well received. Jeff always has a friendly ear and sound
advice. I will really miss our talks. I know I’m
not the only one.
Jeff has trained us all well to follow in his
footsteps. His impact is a lasting one and we’ll
still find ourselves doing what Jeff would do, I’m
sure of it, for years to come. Maria has taken
up the reins and is already doing a great job to
fill the gap before a permanent replacement is
named. She is well on her way to planning a
full roster of park programs as we have in the
past during the cooler months. Like Jeff, she
has started with the previous schedule, looked
for improvements, meaningful additions, and
opportunities to encourage her coworkers to
stretch their creativity. I’m glad to see many of
our popular favorites as well as some fun new
ideas. Some of the exciting new additions will
take visitors on a moonlit hike to appreciate
the nightlife at Wakulla Springs, show off some

while the last two years have challenged the
status quo, the Friends are keeping the fundraising ball rolling with a speaker series and
new online store for CD and book sales. Both
are doing a great job to build interest in the
activities of the Friends. They are looking
ahead to bring events back to the park as people are more likely to attend. They are also
dreaming big to start ramping up a Capital
Campaign to tackle some of the more costly
goals for the park. As always, the Friends are
ready to support our smaller Resource Management and Boat repair costs too.
Somethings don’t change quite as rapidly
as others. Thanks to the meticulous nature of
Edward Ball, the Lodge was built to last. The
structure is quite sound and for a building approaching 85 years and located in a forested,
swampy, humid area, it’s doing marvelously well.
The Lodge has undergone some major projects in recent years, and more are in the
works, but its presence is a constant reminder
of many joyous occasions and celebrations held
in and around it through the years. We eagerly
await word of whether a Department of Historical Resources grant request will be funded
to help with additional improvements at the
Lodge. We have also started the planning for
—
replacement of the Elevator. As one of the few
of our slithering reptilian residents, and
remaining, original Art Deco elevators still
you should probably be on the lookout for functional in the country, our goal is to keep as
a Creature sighting or two.
much of the feel and character preserved while
The Friends of Wakulla Springs are updating the mechanics to meet today’s standever changing as well. Some of the faces
ards for safety and accessibility.
on the Board may change year to year, but
the passion and drive to support Wakulla
Springs never fades. The current PresiIf you haven’t visited the park lately and
dent, Julie Harrington, has relit a spark
looked around, you should. It is sure to change
among the Board and Membership. The
again soon!
membership numbers keep climbing and

It all started on a quiet and cloudy afternoon in November. Park Biologist Patty Wilbur and Environmental Specialist Josh Rowe had just returned to the wildlands of the
Ferrell property to track down invasive plants. Little did
they realize that they were the ones being hunted.
Rowe had just returned to the truck when the creature fell upon him. Scrambling over the truck bed, the creature’s head flashed in and out of its armored thorax, mandibles scything the air wildly. In a maneuver that very well
may have saved his life, Rowe threw himself out of the
charging beast’s way, and shrieked like a distressed Moorhen. Its ambush foiled, the creature skittered into the tall
grass with a hiss. Before it disappeared, Rowe managed to
snap a few photographs, one of which has been featured on
the right (those with weak constitutions, avert your eyes.)
Shaken by the attempt on his life, Rowe brought the pictures before a panel of experts. During the police lineup, Park Service Specialist Jeffery Hugo expressed the possibility that it may be a relative of the antlion. (Our readers will remember that the antlion is a
fearsome predator which constructs conical sand traps and drags hapless, working-class
ants to their doom.) Records indicate Mr. Rowe fainted at this time. But before a verdict
could be reached, Jackie Turner, Park Service Specialist and resident insect wrangler, kicked
the door open. With an accusing finger raised and spurs still spinning, she proclaimed, “I’ve
got it!”
The resulting tome that Jackie slammed down was so large that the desk beneath it
groaned under the weight. And there, before the stunned and silent courtroom, the suspect’s likeness was laid bare. For the creature was none other than a larval Lampyridae or
Firefly. “If you had seen its underside in the dark,” Jackie said with unfettered admiration,
“it would have glowed faintly.” (Although Rowe’s heart quailed at the thought of finding
himself in complete darkness with the abomination.) More research revealed that larval
fireflies live mostly underground and are undiscerning predators, savoring slugs, snails,
worms and other insect larvae. Upon capturing their prey, they inject it with a paralytic
substance before consuming it. Some species also “weep” foul-tasting blood from their
bodies when threatened.
And so it was that the mystery was laid to rest. As for the creature, it never returned. But some say that when you’re walking the trails at Wakulla Springs on particularly
cloudy days, and when pools of shadow gather behind the boughs of distant trees, a faint
yellowish glow can be seen. It is the author’s suggestion that at these times, you should
keep walking.

—
By 1953, monsters were passé. It had been over a decade since there had been a
new idea at Universal. Dracula’s Son and Frankenstein’s Bride were a decade gone, as was
the Universal Monster’s lone Academy Award (for the lukewarm Phantom of The Opera
remake). The first shared cinematic universe was in danger as endless “monster rally” sequels were getting diminishing returns.
A new breed of monsters was taking over. Warning us not to disturb the natural order of things, they were the consequences of radiation or undiscovered creatures from
within the Earth, the depths of the ocean, or outer space. The supernatural had gone out
of style, and “scientifiction” had taken its place. Into this pool swam a new monster, The
Creature From The Black Lagoon.
The man inside the mask could have been lost to history, as so much of Hollywood’s story has been, to single title cards and ephemeral neglect. Despite all the work
that went into designing the original Gill-Man costume done by Renaissance woman Milicent Patrick, it was discovered in the studio dumpsters by a custodian, brought home to
his son as a Halloween costume. The loss would have been intentional in this case, however, as Universal International did not want anyone playing the Creature to be credited
(believe it or not, to create the perception that he might be real).
Originally, Actor Ben Chapman had been
tapped to play the Creature on land, but
Glenn Strange was chosen to play him underwater. Arriving at Wakulla Springs and
seeing how many alligators he would be
co-starring with, Glenn passed on the
soon to be iconic role.
Enter Ricou Browning. Ricou had started
off as a lifeguard at Wakulla, back in the
days of the old Glass Bottom Boats. The
lifeguards then were also performers.
Stunt diving, swimming performances;
there’s an old hollow Cypress tree down
at the bottom of the spring basin, and the
lifeguards would dress up as Tarzan and
swim through it, and at the end of the day
the boat drivers would split their tips with
the kids, netting them 20 or 30 dollars a
day. This gave Ricou his first taste of show
business, but his natural talent in the water propelled him forward.
The Creature’s performance on land is
wooden, a conscious choice on the part
-

—
of director Jack Arnold. Jack felt
that, like a fish out of water, the
Creature would struggle on land.
When submerged, however, the
Gill-Man would be much more
graceful. Both actors found themselves weighed down with 50-80
pounds of lead, there to slow the
steps of apparently fleet-footed
Chapman, and, in the case of Ricou
Browning, to prevent the rubber
costume from dragging him to the
surface. More than merely able to
swim with that kind of weight attached, Ricou had learned all the
tricks of the trade that existed at
that point (and invented a few new
ones himself). What resulted is one
of the greatest performances in horror, and one of the greatest non-speaking roles in film
history.
The film was a smash success for Universal, one of the highest grossing films they
had produced in a decade. Although the two sequels that followed were not as popular,
they stand out in the genre. With the perspective of time, they play as a sad saga of an endangered animal brutally mistreated by an increasingly deranged mankind. First hunted out
of scientific curiosity, then for revenge,
and finally persecuted out by pure egomaniacal malice. In the words of Julie
Adams, "There always is that feeling
of compassion for the monster. I
think maybe it touches something
in ourselves, maybe the darker
parts of ourselves, that long to be
loved and think they really can't
ever be loved. It strikes a chord
within us." These would be the last
three films in the Universal Horror oeuvre. As the Creature swims away from
his final encounter with mankind, he
takes with him an era; one of the greatest in American film history.

—
—

—

—

-

-

-

—
Spooky Springs—Kat Wilson
The waterfront office was a flurry
of activity on Saturday the 23rd. It
was an exceptional day after all,
the weather was perfect and the
glass bottom boats were running!
The dark waters of the spring lent
a spooky air to the ghost stories
being told to visitors onboard the
Henry. They learned about the local impacts of the murder of Old
Joe. They looked upon Mastodon
bones displayed on the glass and
imagined what else lies in the
depths below. They heard the stories surrounding the Wakulla Volcano and left with their imaginations churning
with local history. With such a fun opportunity available, seats were in high demand. Four
boats were scheduled for the day and tickets were
only available in-person. They sold out in 5
minutes! Through Maria and my hard work, 2 more
boats were added and sold out just as quickly! A
total of 140 guests were able to participate in the
Spooky Springs Boat Tour, a record number for this
event. I look forward to more spooky and thrilling
events next Halloween season.

As in years past, this Thanksgiving we took a moment to
gather and give thanks for our wonderful volunteers,
coworkers, and good fortune to work here at Wakulla
Springs State Park. I for one was very grateful to work
closely with Volunteers Bob and Dee Green to continue
this tradition as, like our resident volunteers, I did not
have any family close by.
As you may or may not know, the way to a Ranger’s
heart is with delicious food and today was no exception. While the on duty staff couldn’t all gather around
the table at once and had to eat our lunch in shifts, we
were joined by volunteers and off duty rangers as well.
The turkey was prepared by Volunteer Ken McClure,
the stuffing made by Assistant Park Manager John Melton and Ranger Scott Roylance, Mashed Potatoes and
Cranberry Sauce made by Ranger Maria Wilhelmy, Corn
Casserole by Volunteers Bob and Dee Green, Broccoli
Salad by Volunteer Jeff Dodds, Freshly made Bread Rolls
by Ranger Phil Pouliot, and a rather large assortment of
desserts including a Pumpkin Chocolate Cake by Ranger Kat Wilson, and a Pumpkin Cheesecake by Dee
Green.

-

WooHooo! Winter at
Wakulla Springs State Park!
I absolutely Love it! As I
write this crisp morning it is
28 degrees outside. Wow!
Coldest morning of the Winter so far. The Manatee are
back in large numbers in the
main spring bowl. When the
gulf water temperatures fall
the “Wakullaphants”, as we
call them, make their way to
the constant 69 to 70degree waters constantly
flowing from the spring. Another cold weather attraction you might enjoy is our
winter event “Bike ride to
Hidden Springs”. A ranger
led tour through the beautiful dark and deep woods of
Wakulla to a hidden spring.

Come join me on December
11th, 2021 at 10:30 am for
our second ride this season.
If you miss this one you have
three more shots at it. We
will ride Saturday January 8th,
February 5th and March 5th,
2022.
With the smaller crowds
this time of the year we get
a lot of projects completed.
The best team in all of Florida Park Service has been up
to their usual good works.
We have replaced fence railings at the waterfront and
Cherokee Sink. We made
structural repairs to boardwalks. Emerald sink has a
new staircase and landing
completed by team leader,
Ranger Phil Pouliot, park

staff and volunteers from
the Woodville Karst Plains
Project cave divers. We recently added more woodchips to the playground as
well as installed new grills.
Our 55-year-old tour boats
are being maintained. Then
of course there is still constant grounds work even in
the Wintertime: Spreading
Winter rye grass seed, raking, mulching, pruning,
cleaning and pressure
washing.
Since we last corresponded, we have had several
training opportunities for
park staff and volunteers.
Many of the day to day
tools we use in park service can be quite dangerous
if the operator is untrained
and unskilled. Utility vehicles, chainsaws, tractors,
etc. We are required to
provide training to those
who operate this kind of
equipment. Thank you,
Ranger Kat Wilson and
Park Biologist Patty Wilbur,
for arranging our Tractor
and Chainsaw Training Field
Day. It was a joy to take
part.
Speaking of volunteers, we
have had some awesome
help the last couple of

months. We said goodbye to camp volunteer Ben Moore at the end of October. Ben
took part in some of our trainings and was
great field help during his time here. We also say goodbye to camp volunteers Bryan
Taylor & Jeff Dodds. Brian was great help in
the field and Jeff was a complete professional in our ranger station. We also say goodbye for the year to Bob and Dee Green
who have been wonderful camp volunteers
here for several seasons. Thank you all so
very much. We could not offer the services
we offer or do the good works that we do
without our Florida Park Service Volunteers.
That cannot be stressed enough. We are
indebted to our volunteers.
Ah as they say, Parting is such sweet sorrow.
OPS Ranger and Boat Captain Ethan Whaley
has turned in his letter of resignation.
Ethan is leaving us for The United States Air
Force basic training. I know he will be great
at whatever he does as per his service while
employed here. We will miss Ethan.
In these letters to the Springboard I like to
mention an interesting contact with nature
and boy did I get “contacted”. Back around
the end of September I was out at the waterfront early, about sunup. It was the first
cool morning that I remember this fall and
hundreds of Swifts were circling the Spring
in preparation for their migration South.
Well what happens when you climb an observation tower with hundreds of swifts flying above your head? Ah yup! I got the poo
on me! Talk about contact! My Badge of
Honor.

Things to look forward to. Look out for repairs to our boat dock as well as the swim
platforms. Further work coming to some of
the decks and platforms at River Sinks and
of course our brand-new ranger station will
be completed soon.
Come visit, take a boat ride or a hike or
bike ride or just come out and sit a spell in
the forest. While you’re here have a meal at
the world class Wakulla Springs Lodge restaurant and stay tuned for more Springboard from Edward Ball Wakulla Springs
State Park.

—
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Have you ever been out to Wakulla Springs State Park
for the Bike Ride to Hidden Springs? If you haven’t,
you’re missing out! This is a wonderful event that has
taken place since 2014 Originally started by Ranger
Jonah, this delightful tradition has continued under the
direction of Assistant Park Manager John Melton.
But before the bike ride could commence, we had to
clear the trail 3 miles out from the ever encroaching
Yaupon Holly branches and the thorny Holly leaves.
This monumental task could not be managed alone
however, and I asked my fellow Ranger Aslan McMullian to assist me. We gathered the brush cutter, the
weed whacker, the handsaw, and the clippers to head
into the deep woods.
Aslan started with the brush cutter and I grabbed the
handsaw and we started walking up and down the trail.
Anything that brushed against our outstretched arms
would certainly whack bicyclists across the face and it
had to go. We also moved a few larger branches that
were obstructing the path and causing tripping hazards. The first day we were out there, we made great
progress and we cleared about a mile and a half of the
trail. But we knew that we had another mile and a half
so we called in reinforcements. Carson Goodwin and
Collin Johnson were up to the challenge and we gathered up all of our supplies, plus some snacks and dove
into the fray once more.
The next bike ride will be on December 11th, and after that there are three more bike rides in the spring
before we will suspend them for the too hot summer
months. Please join us on January 8th, February 5th or
March 5th, 2022.You can sign up on our Wakulla
Springs Meetup page at https://www.meetup.com/
www-floridastateparks-org-park-Wakulla-Springs/
or call the office at 850.561.7286. We look forward to
seeing you.

Arrival of Resident Reinforcements

By Jackie Turner Photos by Jackie Turner

dent volunteer assistance is
needed and has been the focus
of recruitment efforts.
Since 2014, we have had the
end of summer assistance of
Bob and Dee Green. They
serve as Early Field (opening
the park) on the weekends.
This year we had a new end of
summer volunteer, Ben Moore,
who served as Late Field Assistant on the weekends. He
helped rangers to close the
park. Bob, Dee and Ben started their service in August and
provided much needed weekend support to rangers.

The Florida Park Service (FPS) has a
robust resident volunteer program.
Volunteers are required to provide 20
hours of service in exchange for a designated volunteer camping site. At
Wakulla Springs, volunteers assist with
park staffing needs, which allows rangers to attend to construction and
maintenance projects, prescribed burn
program and clearing trails to name a
few.
Resident volunteers come from all over
the country to serve in Florida State
Parks. The winter season is very competitive. However, the summer season
is not. For some reason those from
cooler climates do not want to be in
Florida during the Hurricane Season.
At Wakulla Springs, summer/fall resi-

Arrival of Resident Reinforcements

By Jackie Turner Photos by Jackie Turner

With the arrival of fall, we welcomed two
new resident volunteers, Brian Taylor and
Jeff Dodds. Brian serves as Early Field during the week. With the addition of Brian,
resident volunteers are covering Early field
seven days a week. Jeff staffs the Ranger Station weekday afternoons, and local volunteer Glenda Jones staffs it in the morning.
Together, they cover the Ranger Station during the week.
At the start of November, Ken McClure returned to Wakulla Springs. Since 2017, Ken
has been staffing the Ranger Station on the
weekends (late fall/early winter). With the
addition of Ken, the Ranger Station is now
entirely covered by volunteers. Again, their
assistance allows rangers to perform duties
that require more training and experience,
such as, prescribed burning and difficult repairs.
Wakulla Springs is fortunate to have the
continued assistance of great resident volunteers, who often contribute more than the
required amount of service. They contribute greatly to our team effort to protect
and preserve Wakulla Springs State Park.
This summer we had their help in August.
Current recruiting efforts are underway to
have their assistance all summer long when
they can provide some much needed resident reinforcements.

—

We have much to be thankful for at Wakulla Springs as
we enter the holiday season. We were spared
from a major hurricane this
year, but we did weather a
couple of tropical storms.
Tropical Storm Fred blew
through on August 16th, and
on September 8th Tropical
Storm Mindy paid the park
a visit. While Mindy was no
Hermine or Michael, she
did drop some very impressive trees on our back
roads. A few were simply
massive. One hickory had
a canopy broken high overhead that was still connected to the tree trunk. I’m
very grateful to have had

help from Josh Rowe, Jeff
Hicks and John Melton to
deal with these tricky specimens.
We’re also glad to have help
from the Friends of Wakulla
Springs. They’d committed
to providing the park with
funding for resource management and landscaping.
Thanks to that, the park has
received replacements for
worn equipment on our fire
engine, a leaf blower for
clearing fire lines and trails,
loppers and hand saws for
trail and grounds maintenance, a new sharpener for
our chainsaw chains, a variety of hand tools, and more.
It’s all getting used a lot

lately. The rangers have been
busy tackling grounds and
trail maintenance projects
throughout the park now
that the weather has cooled
and we’re past the busy summer season.
Our timber harvest crew has
almost finished its work in
the park. Since October
2020, Whitfield Timber has
been cutting trees on the
River Sinks parcel. This area
was bedded and planted in
loblolly pines by the St. Joe
Corporation before it was
added to the park. Over
time, the pines had become
crowded, and the stressed
trees were increasingly prone
to attack from pests like pine
beetles. To safeguard against
this, Whitfield Timber has
been thinning the pines to
reduce competition for light
and nutrients. Several areas
were clear-cut as well. This
was done to begin a process
of restoring those areas from
even-aged loblolly pine plantations to more diverse longleaf pine forests. The timber
crew is nearing completion
on thinning pines on the
Turner Sink parcel, the last
stand that will be cut.
The River Sinks parcel is still
busy, even after the timber
crew has moved on. B&B

Dugger, our site prep contractor, has taken the baton and is continuing the restoration process. They’ve had the daunting task of pulling the stumps from one hundred seven of the recently clear-cut acres in the southern two quadrants. They’ve tried a variety of unusual machines to extract the hefty stumps. In the end, they’ve had the best luck using large excavators to do the work.
After the stumps are pulled, the crew uses heavy equipment to rake the woody debris into
piles, which they then burn. Tractors follow, pulling harrows to till the soil. They then use a
tractor to pull a pasture drag which levels the soil as much as possible.
All this is done to prepare the area for planting. Wiregrass seed is being collected from areas of Torreya State Park that were burned this spring. Grasslander Seeders will be used to
spread the seed and press it into the surface of the ground. (The stout stumps needed to
be removed and the beds had to be smoothed for this to work.) Another crew will follow
to hand plant longleaf pine plugs.
The remaining clear-cut acres in the northern quadrants and one in the SW quadrant will
be prepped and planted next year. They’ll look a bit unfinished in the meantime, but it was
necessary to wait on them. There wouldn’t have been enough time to ready those additional acres to plant this winter. We also wanted to be sure we could collect enough wiregrass
seed for the areas we prepared each year. Spreading out the planting makes it more certain
that we can get good coverage.
We’re looking forward to seeing the native grasses begin to sprout and the young longleaf
pines become established. It will be exciting to see the wildlife settle into this newly restored habitat.
—
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Park Staff had the opportunity to work
with the divers from WKPP to replace the
stairs and upper platform at Emerald Sink. After much planning and measuring, the materials list was sent to Casey McKinley, who was
the project manager for WKKP. They were
gracious enough to raise the funds for the
materials purchase, which was pretty substantial. They had gotten a quote for the materials while lumber prices were very high
and by the time they raised the funds, the
price had come down so they were going to
have a surplus to donate to the park!
Finally, in mid-October, the lumber
was delivered and the park staff prepared the
14 foot stringers in advance of bringing them
to the sink. We set aside 2 days to demolish
and rebuild the existing stairs and platform.
WKPP showed up with tons of manpower
and tools, approximately 10-12 people plus
myself and other rangers over the 2 days.
Demolition proved that the job was much
larger than anticipated. We had 2 divers in
the water to assist with the lower staircase
and with much sawing and hammering got it
out. Then came the install of the new staircase which was just as interesting. We had to

partially assemble 5 stringers and the bottom
3 stairs because it went partially back into
the water. It took all the manpower to manage to get the bulky stairs into place and secure them to the new 6X6 posts. We were
then able to install the rest of the stair
treads and re-install the railings. It looked
great. The next day we were able to tackle
the upper staircase which was much easier
since none of it extended into the water.
Unfortunately, we ran out of time to
rebuild the upper platform. However, Casey
was able to use some of the excess funds to
purchase new TREX for the deck rebuild and
now that it is here, we can schedule that part
of the project.
I’d like to thank Scott, Steven, Aslan
and Patty for their help and Maria for taking
pictures . Also, Casey and all the divers from
WKPP who provided the personnel needed
to pull off such a large project. They were also gracious in providing lunch and drinks to
keep us all in full gear for the 2 days. We’re
looking forward to finishing the project this
month. Emerald will be re-opened when Patty announces that all the logging has been
completed and the roads are re-graded, information can be found on our park website.

-
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4
ROAD CLEANUP. 9:00am – 12:00pm. THIS EVENT IS BY INVITATION ONLY.
Call: 850-561-7281
NATURE WALK. 9:00am – 10:30am. MEET IN THE LOBBY OF THE LODGE. Join a
ranger-led trek through Wakulla Springs State Park’s varying forest communities. Migrating
songbirds and autumn colors create the potential for a special walk. Space is limited.
Please call 850-561-7286 to register.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11
BIKE RIDE TO HIDDEN SPRING. 10:30am – 1:00pm. MEET AT TRAILHEAD. Join a
ranger-led ride through Wakulla Springs State Park to a beautiful mysterious and hidden
spring. Space is limited. Please call 850-561-7286 to register.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18
EARLY EVENING CRUISE 10:30am – 1:00pm. MEET AT TRAILHEAD. Enjoy an early
evening cruise on the scenic Wakulla River followed by the culinary delights of a dinner
buffet in the historic Lodge at Wakulla Springs. Space is limited. Please call 850-421-2000
to pay for your reservations.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1

FIRST DAY HIKE. 9:00am - 10:30am. MEET AT TRAILHEAD. Welcome the New Year
in with a ranger-led early morning trek through its varying forest communities. Make your
New Year’s Day visit complete with a Brunch Buffet Reservation (850-421-2000) in the
Lodge Dining Room. The Brunch Buffet will be served from 11:00-2:00. RESERVATIONS
REQUIRED.
To stay up to date on all of our events:
Follow us on Meetup: https://www.meetup.com/www-floridastateparks-org-park-Wakulla-Springs/
Park events page at: https://www.floridastateparks.org/events?f%5B0%5D=park_trail_event%3A92

